Single- and five-worm infections of Echinostoma caproni (Trematoda) in the ICR mouse.
Twenty-nine (64%) of 44 ICR mice fed a single metacercarial cyst of Echinostoma caproni and all of 23 mice each fed five cysts were infected with ovigerous worms at necropsy 2-4 weeks post-infection. Each host fed five cysts had two to five worms at necropsy, and all worms were either paired or clustered. Distribution of worms in the small intestine was similar in single- and five-worm infections and all worms were located 17-20 cm anterior to the ileo-cecal valve. Both single and multiple worms produced eggs with fully-developed miracidia. The number of eggs per uterus in 2-week-old multiple worms was almost twice that of single worms. The body area of 3- and 4-week-old multiple worms was significantly greater than that of single worms of the same age.